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WHY HAGGAI? 

Introduction 

There was once a man named Mr. Hoste. He 

was an important missionary and a very 

funny man. When he was old, someone 

asked him, “Compared to when you first 

started, how have missionaries today 

changed?” Mr. Hoste thought for a moment 

and then he said, “We began with great 

men living in little houses; now we have little 

men living in great houses.” This reflects the 

hearts of the Israelites before God spoke to 

them through Haggai. 

    

It is easy to be an important person doing 

important things for God. It is much, much 

harder to be an ordinary person, doing 

ordinary things for God. Yet this is what most 

of us are called to do: to be ordinary people 

living normal lives for God. 

Haggai was an ordinary person. Isaiah or 

Elijah, for example, are much more famous. 

Yet Haggai inspired the Israelites to rebuild 

God’s Temple which had been destroyed 

by their enemies. 



Haggai had to talk to the Israelites to ask 

them to rebuild God’s Temple (Nehemiah 

4:2). But Haggai knew that when he finished, 

the new Temple would not be as grand as 

the original Temple (built by Solomon 400 

years before). Some old men who still 

remembered Solomon’s Temple even told 

Haggai and the other leaders how bad this 

new Temple was (Haggai 2:3)! 

 

Have you ever 

tried very hard to 

do something that 

was very difficult 

but, at the end, 

someone told you 

that you had done 

a bad job? How 

did you feel? 

Haggai knew all 

about being 

discouraged (Ezra 

3:12) but he stayed 

faithful and he 

succeeded.  

 



the third day (John 2:19). Haggai’s Temple 

was the symbol of Christ. Without Haggai—

living an ordinary life, faithfully doing 

ordinary deeds—there would have been no 

symbol to inspire the Israelites and to 

represent Jesus Christ! 

In the next few pages, we’re going to take 

a closer look at Haggai, and see what 

lessons we can learn for our world today. 

 

 

“Wait a minute!” 
 

 

 

Things to think about 

 

1. Why is it sometimes easier to do “big 

and important” things than “small 

and ordinary” things? Is this pride?  
 

2. Is being discouraged a sin? 
 

3. What can we do to keep ourselves 

from getting discouraged?  
 

4. What can we do when we are 

discouraged? 
 

 

  



SERVE HIM 

Haggai 2:10-23 

Two months later, God spoke through 

Haggai to the Israelites for the third and last 

time. There were two messages, both given 

on the same day. Let’s take a look at the first 

one, which was for all the Israelites. 

 

Read the Bible! 

Haggai chapter 2, verses 10 to 19 

 

 

 

 

  

Is holiness “contagious” or is  

unholiness “contagious”?  

In other words: does a dirty object become 

clean when it touches a clean object, or 

does a clean object become dirty when it 

touches a dirty object?  

How about this: does a sick person become 

healthy when they go near a healthy 

person, or does a healthy person  

catch a sickness from a sick  

person? 

 



What is it like to be given a small job to do for 
God? How do you respond when all you meet is 

negative feedback? 
 

Haggai is a prophet for our age. His task was 
an unspectacular but important one. The 

rebuilding of Solomon’s Temple had already 
begun in 538 BC, but work had slowed down to 
standstill. Haggai was called to fill the breach. 
Instead of just appealing for help, he zeroed in 

on the people’s main problem – they did not 
have the motivation. What were their priorities? 

 
You will be challenged to see God’s plan for you 

as you read this book. 
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